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Fri. 6/24: School Supplies Order Deadline 
Tues 8/9: Greg Tang Event 
Thurs. 9/1: Taking Care of Business Day 
 

 
June 24, 2016 

Principal’s Corner 
Submitted by Maria Breuder 
 
It is hard to believe that this is the 

last edition of The Paw Print for the 

2015-16 school year.  This time of 

the school year is always so busy, 

but it is also one to celebrate.  We 

have watched your children grow so 

much over the past nine months.  

The accomplishments, successes, 

challenges, laughter, tears…..all of it 

has been an important part of their 

learning this school year.  

Participating in the kindergarten and 

5th-grade promotions this week was 

such a fantastic way to see how 

students really blossom and grow 

during their elementary school 

years.  It is such a joy to be able to 

work with your children and to see 

such tremendous growth not only in 

one school year, but across multiple 

years.   

Moving Up activity: The entire 

school participated in an activity this 

week where each class got to walk 

to the next grade-level to meet one 

of the teachers and see the next 

grade-level classroom.   What a fun 

way to get a sneak-peek into the 

next grade.     

Principal for the Day: Thank you to 

Zach, 4th-grader in Ms. Parker’s class, 

for being our Principal for the Day 

on Thursday.  Principal Zach decided 

that the day was Pajama Day, got to 

meet every class, did 

announcements, added some extra 

all-school recess, and was able to eat 

lunch in the staff room.   Thanks, 

Principal Zach!  

Summer hours at McGilvra: The 

building will be closed from July 1st 

through August 15th, due to 

construction.  For your safety, please 

do NOT try to enter the building 

during those dates.   

Delayed start for kindergarten: 

While Jump Start will take place for 

kindergarteners the week of August 

22nd-26th, please note the first day of 

school for kindergarten students will 

be delayed to September 12th.  This 

is a change that is happening across 

the District, so ALL elementary  

schools in Seattle will have a delayed 

start for kindergarten students.  This 

means that students in grades 1-5 

will start school on September 7th, 

while students in kindergarten will 

start September 12th.  This time is 

for kindergarten teachers to make 

home visits and get to know families 

prior to the official start of school for 

kindergarten students.   

Mark your calendars!  

9/1 - Taking Care of Business Day 

(class lists and student assignments 

will be available on this day)  

9/7 - First day of school (grades 1-5) 

9/12 - First day of school 

(Kindergarten)  

9/28 - Curriculum Night  

 

I hope you have a relaxing, restful 

and rejuvenating summer break.  I 

look forward to seeing you in 

September.   

All the best, 

Maria 

 



 

 

New PTA Website 
Submitted by Heidi Ob’bayi 
 
To keep you better informed and 
engaged, the PTA will be launching a 
new website over the summer.   
Keep an eye on the McGilvra 
Elementary School PTA Facebook 
page for details and the link to the 
site. Please share comments, 
photos, etc. with 
communications@mcgilvrapta.org 

 
 
Meet Greg Tang in Seattle!  
August 9th - 6:30PM 
Submitted by Mary Battison 
 
This summer Greg Tang will be 
coming to Seattle on the evening of 
August 9th just for SPS parents! Greg 
Tang is an award winning, NY Times 
best-selling author of 8 picture 
books from Scholastic including The 
Grapes of Math, Math Appeal, and 
The Best of Times. His website 
GregTangMath.com is a cornerstone 
of school curriculums in the U.S. and 
Canada. A popular and prolific 
presenter, Greg has done more than 
2,300 workshops, conferences and 
school visits in the past 15 years. We 
are so lucky to have Greg coming 
here to Seattle!  This is a free event 
and is an amazing opportunity to 
hear straight from the source about 
the importance of students 
developing excellent number sense 
in elementary school.  You will be 
entertained and will leave feeling, “I 
wish I had learned math in that 
way!”  You will think of math as 
you’ve never thought of it before.  
Even with the many years of 
experience teaching math, attending 
seminars, etc. that I have, I was 
completely blown away by his 
presentation!  The location is set for  

the auditorium in the John Stanford 
Center for Educational Excellence 

(JSCEE), headquarters for Seattle 
Public Schools on 4th Avenue S. and 
Lander.  I look forward to seeing you 
all there and until then, enjoy your 
summer!  ~ Mary Battison 

 

Taking Care of Business Day 
September 1, 2016, 4-7pm 
McGilvra Gymnasium 
Submitted by Lesley Bobek 

TCB day marks the beginning of 
McGilvra’s back to school process.  It 
is a designated time where families 
can “take care of business” by 
finding out teacher assignments, 
filling out required paperwork, and 
learning about student programs.  
You will also find information on PTA 
membership, fundraising, volunteer 
opportunities, and Kids Time 
activities offered during the 2016-17 
school year. Our goal is to eliminate 
some of the paperwork that typically 
goes back and forth the first weeks 
of school and to minimize 
disruptions during class time. Once 
you turn in your paperwork, you will 
receive your students Paw Print 
folder to be used by your student for 
homework and school 
correspondence. 

If you are not able to come on this 
date, packets will be available in the 
office on Tuesday, September 6th or 
will be sent home during the first 
week of school. 

Please contact Lesley Bobek , 
Volunteer and Parent Outreach 
Coordinator, with any questions:  
lns923@yahoo.com 

 
Garden News 
Submitted by Nori Hawkins 
 
Happy Summer Solstice! Last week 
the Garden Club harvested, 
prepared, and served a delicious 

green salad for 300 people at Field 
Day, featuring lettuce grown in our 
school garden and dressed with a 
simple, homemade thyme 
vinaigrette.  
 
Field Day Salad has become an 
annual tradition at McGilvra, and the 
students literally eat bowls and 
bowls of it (willingly!). We also 
served refreshing mint tea, and 
strawberry rhubarb compote topped 
with vanilla wafers. We had a 
surplus of lettuce this year, so we 
sent quite a few teachers home with 
heads of our fresh Romaine, Bibb, 
and Red Leaf varieties. One of the 
benefits of joining the Garden Club is 
partaking in the harvest and sharing 
with all. The kids are especially 
proud of everything we grow. 
 
Did you also know that it's National 
Pollinator Week? Pollinators are 
critical to the success of our crops 
and food webs, and help stabilize 
the health of our ecosystems. The 
Million Pollinator Garden 
Challenge is a campaign created by 
the National Pollinator Garden 
Network, to encourage the growth 
of public and private gardens and 
landscapes that support pollinator 
species. The more pollen and nectar 
sources we provide, the better the 
health and stronger the pollinator 
populations. 
 
Here are some tips to attract more 
birds, bees, bats, and butterflies into 
your garden or yard. 1) Select a 
sunny site and provide a water 
source; even a single raised bed or 
window box will make a 
difference.  2) Plant native 
species whenever possible, as they 
are the best sources of food for 
pollinators. Certain plants, like 
lavender, rosemary, sage, 
coneflower, redbud, black-eyed 
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Susan, oregano, asters, and yarrow are 
plants that work anywhere.  3) Plant Like 
with Like; bunching similar plants 
together in tufts creates a large "target" 
for pollinators to find their food. To 
attract different types of pollinators, 
provide many floral shapes and colors.   
 
The Pollinator Partnership is a great 
information source. In addition to helpful 
tips, you can register as a pollinator 
friendly garden on the Partnership's 
S.H.A.R.E. map, and locate other homes, 
businesses, schools, and communities 
that provide pollinator pathways. The 
McGilvra Garden will be registering this 
summer and we hope you'll join us! 
We're striving to use only organic 
practices moving forward, and will be 
registering as a Certified Wildlife Habitat 
this fall.   
 
The McGilvra Garden Club is made up of 
parent volunteers who care about the 
environment, and believe that teaching 
kids about cultivating healthy soils and 
growing their own food is an essential 
part of their education. If you like what 
we're doing and want to join the cause, 
we're always seeking new members!  It's 
fun, inspiring work and we'll never make 
you weed, I promise! 
 
We want to thank all the McGilvra 
parents and families who supported our 
endeavors this past year - from our 
fundraisers and events, to our tastings, 
coffee warmers, and auction baskets. We 
wouldn't be here without you! Special 
thanks also to our 2015-2016 PTA 
board, who supported our garden 
program with unfailing enthusiasm and 
budgetary endorsement. 
 
Wishing you a happy, healthy summer 
season filled to the brim with all sorts of 
seasonal bounty. 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


