
Want to include something in the Paw Print? Email: schlisagay@yahoo.com, please include “Paw Print” in subject. Deadline: 12pm Thursdays. 

 

 
Mon. 9/18: Kids Time Classes Begin 
Fri. 9/22: Advanced Learning Referrals Due 
Thurs. 9/28: PTA Meeting (6pm) 
Weds. 10/4: Curriculum Night (6:30-8:30) 
Weds. 10/11: McGilvra Run-a-thon 
Fri. 10/13: No School (Teacher In-Service) 
 
 

September 15th, 2017 

Principal’s Corner 
Submitted by Maria Breuder 
 
Welcome to the kindergarten 
students this week! We are so 
excited that our school community 
is complete with the arrival of our 
kindergarteners.  The first year of 
elementary school can be 
challenging—for students AND 
parents! Please help welcome our 
new students and families!  

This week we had a Welcome 
Assembly, which was also a Run-a-
thon kickoff assembly.  Thank you 
to the PTA for bringing in the 
McGilvra Wildcat and special 
guest, Blitz, the Seahawks mascot! 

 

 

Students and staff were so excited 

to see and take pictures with both 

mascots! (Please be on the 

lookout for Run-a-thon materials 

coming home with your child this 

week.  A big shout out to Elizabeth 

Fleming organizing a great 

kickoff!)   

 

As we finish out the first full week 
of school, please consider some of 
the stories about school that 
might be coming home via your 
child.  As a parent and a staff 
member at McGilvra, my own 
child comes home telling me 
things that happened at school 
that I have questions about.  I also 

know that my child can come to 
school and tell stories about what 
has happened at home….which 
may or may not accurately reflect 
the entire story.  As we (staff) hear 
stories, you (parents) are also 
hearing stories.  If you have ANY 
questions about what has 
happened during your child’s day, 
the first action is to contact your 
child’s teacher.  There are always 
two sides to a story and we want 
to make sure that we are all 
speaking about the same situation 
as we discuss and potentially 
problem-solve for the future.  

Recommended steps when you 
have questions about your child’s 
day: 

1.  Please go directly to the 
teacher.  The teacher is 
the first person that can 
answer your questions, as 
he or she is the one that is 
with your child for the 
majority of the day.  
 

2. If you have further 
questions, please contact 
me.  (If you contact me 
first, I will always go 
directly to the teacher 



 

 

myself, as I am not in the 
classrooms with students 
all day.)   

What can you do at home?  Ask 
your child lots of questions! This is 
an opportunity to get your child to 
start thinking about ways to 
communicate specifics about the 
happenings of the day.  Examples: 
What was a highlight from your 
day? What was challenging? Who 
did you play with at recess? Who 
did you sit by at lunch? How were 
you feeling when you did ______? 
What is something you want to 
work on tomorrow?  

As children get older, it seems as 
though the natural inclination is to 
share less with parents about 
what happened during the day.  
Ask questions and keep those 
communication lines open!   

Teachers will contact you for a 
number of reasons.  Please know 
that teachers’ schedules are VERY 
busy during the day.  All of our 
teachers also have lives outside of 
school and work very hard to find 
work/home balance.  (I am a 
strong believer in finding and 
supporting that balance!) 
Teachers will do their best to 
notify you of things that have 
happened during the day, but 
please be understanding as they 
might not get to it until the next 
day.   

Thank you for all of your support, 
communication and partnership 
with the school.   

All the best, 

Maria  

 

 

 

 
Welcome Back to Art! 
Submitted by Julia Finch 
 
Welcome back!  I’m excited for 
another year of art!  Thank you so 
much for your support and 
enthusiasm.  If you haven’t yet 
been down to the new Studio, 
stop by after school and peek 
inside.  It is a nice space for our 
arts programs and this year art, 
vocal, and instrumental music will 
share this newly-created room.  
Art happens every week but I will 
alternate between the studio 
space and taking the art cart to 
classrooms.   

Last year’s Modigliani inspired 
portraits were so wonderful that 
we have decided to make artist-
inspired portraits an annual 
project which will be unveiled at 
McGilvra’s “Caring for Community 
Night.”  This week students are 
launching right into cubist 
portraits and their sketches 
already look amazing! 

I look forward to sharing more 
details with you on Curriculum 
Night.   

Sincerely, 
Julia (Waldeck) Finch 
jlwaldeck@seattleschools.org 

 
 
PE for Wildcats! 
Submitted by Justin Mezistrano 
  
Hey Wildcats, 
 
For those who don’t know me, my 
name is Coach Mez, short for 
Mezistrano. This is my 2nd year 
teaching PE at McGilvra, and 
4th overall. I have bounced around 
a lot so far in my teaching career 
and this is the first time I have 

been at a school two years in a 
row, so I am really excited to be 
able to see the growth of our kids 
here and build on the progress we 
made last year. 
 
I love teaching PE because I love 
sports and games, and I think they 
are a great way to practice life 
skills like leadership, teamwork, 
courage, trust, and so many more.  
 
My favorite sport is basketball, 
which is the sport I coach at the 
high school level at Juanita High 
School. If any Wildcats want to 
come show their support at a 
game this season, that would be 
awesome.  
 
Thanks for reading. Go Rebels!  
I mean go Wildcats! 
 
Coach Mez 

 
 
 
 
Help us Improve McGilvra 
Communication Tools 
Submitted by Sian Wu 

We want to hear from you about 

how to improve McGilvra's 

communications tools. Please take 

5-10 minutes to take this survey. 

You can help make a difference in 

how and when you receive 

information from the school and 

PTA.  

Thank you so much!  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/ 

r/KPYBGDV  

 
 

mailto:jlwaldeck@seattleschools.org
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It's the First McGilvra PTA 
General Meeting of the Year! 
Submitted by Phoebe Sade 
Anderson & Katherine Fitzpatrick 
 
All are invited to our PTA General 
Meeting on September 28th, 6-
8pm in the library.  Our guest 
speaker is JoLynn Berge, the 
Seattle School District Asst. 
Superintendent for Business and 
Finance, who will talk to us about 
our current district funding 
situation and how/why decisions 
are made that impact our 
school.  The PTA will fund 
childcare in the gym for our 
families. If you have topics you 
would like to suggest for this 
meeting, please email  
secretary@mcgilvrapta.org by 
9/18.  Hope to see you there! 
 
If you haven't signed up for the 
PTA, it is never too late! Either 
submit the paper forms that went 
home or go to this 
link https://www.pt-avenue.com/ 
join/. 

 
 

 
Run-a-thon - It's on! 

Submitted by Elizabeth Fleming  
& Sabrina Scott  
 

The Bert’s Red Apple McGilvra 
Run-a-Thon 2017 is an all-school, 
student-driven fundraising event 
to help support vital McGilvra 
teachers and programs.  This 
year’s theme is about the super 
hero powers of our students to 
make a difference – our Kids’ 

Action and the Power of the 
Wildcats = KAPOW! 
 
Students seek pledges to support 
our school and recognize their 
super powers running/walking as 
many laps as they can around the 
McGilvra Playfield on Wednesday 
October 11. K-2nd grade run 9:15-
10:15 and 3rd-5th run 10:30-
11:30.  Parents, teachers and 
friends are invited to join us at the 
Run-a-Thon to cheer our student 
heroes on.  Even better - sign up 
to volunteer! 
 
More information is on its way to 
you in student PawPrint folders - 
look for the bright red envelope 
with instructions on how to get 
your Wildcat going on 
fundraising.  Each student also has 
an online Donor Tools fund, which 
is linked to our PTA Paypal 
account.  You can  use this to 
make donations and copy and 
paste the link in to emails to 
friends and family.  You can look 
for their online account here. 
 
Questions?  Email us at  
fundraising@mcgilvrapta.org 

 
 

Room Parents, Library & Art 
Volunteers Needed!  
Submitted by Colleen LaBelle 
 
Room Parents are still needed at 
every grade level. This is a great 
way to get to know other families, 
help your teacher with 
communication, and know what's 
going on in the school! Thank you 
for your support! 
 

Sign up here:  
http://www.signupgenius. 
com/go/30e0d45aea92baaf58-
room 
 
We also need Art, Library & 
Sound Partners volunteers.  
Sign up here:  
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/ 
30E0D45AEA92BAAF58-mcgilvra 
 
There are lots of volunteer 
opportunities throughout the year 
& we hope everyone will 
participate as they are able to. 
Thank you for making our school 
so amazing! 
 
Email outreach@mcgilvrapta.org 
with any questions. 
 

 
Kids Time – Classes Start 
Monday, 9/18/17 
Submitted by Bhadra Vora 
 
Registration for Kids' Time is still 
open.  To sign up you can call 
Montlake Community Center 
at 206-684-4736.  Or you can sign 
up online at:  
 
https://class.seattle.gov/parks/Act
ivities/ActivitiesAdvSearch.asp 
 

Scholarships are available - For 
additional information, please 
contact one of the following: 
 
Kevin Brunstad, Seattle Parks & 
Rec Program Manager for 
McGilvra: 
kevin.brunstad@seattle.gov 
 
Bhadra Vora, McGilvra PTA Kids' 
Time volunteer:  
bhadravora@outlook.com 
 
Montlake Community Center:  
206-684-4736 
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