
Want to include something in the Paw Print? Email: schlisagay@yahoo.com, please include “Paw Print” in subject. Deadline: 12pm Thursdays. 

 

 
11/16-11/20: Parent/Teacher Conferences  
Fri. 11/17: PTA/Parent Coffee (8am)  
Fri. 11/17: McGilvra Tour  
11/20-24: Thanksgiving Break (No School)  
Mon. 11/27: McGilvra Book Fair Begins! 
Mon. 11/27: Spirit Drive Begins 
Thurs. 11/30: Caring for the Community (6:30-8pm) 
Tues. 12/4: Special Ed/504 Parent Group Meeting 
Weds. 12/6: PTA Meeting 

 
 

November 17th, 2017 

 

Principal’s Corner  
Submitted by Maria Breuder 
 

Run-a-thon assembly: Thank you to 
the PTA, especially Elizabeth Fleming 
and Sabrina Scott, for putting on a 
great Run-a-thon assembly this week.  
It was so great for students to hear 
that we hit our goal and to be able to 
celebrate that success together.  
Thank you for all your support! 
Congratulations, Wildcats!  
 

No school next week for 
conferences: Conferences are well 
under way! If you are unable to 
attend the scheduled time for your 
child’s conference, please contact 
your child’s teacher or the office to 
re-schedule.  Please note, if it is the 
day of the conference, please contact 
the office, as your child’s teacher will 
be busy in conferences.   
 
Parent Math Night: Thank you to 
Mary Battison, Julie Parker, Kristin 
Drake and Lindsey Bender for 
planning and organizing our first 
Parent Math Night! What a fantastic 

way to learn about how your children 
are learning math and ways to 
support them at home.  Thank you 
also to Ms. Melonie for providing 
childcare for that event.   
 

Volunteering at school: We thank 
you so much time that volunteers 
that help in the classrooms, around 
the school, on field trips, and at 
home.  We rely so heavily on our 
volunteers! I want to remind you that 
if you have questions for your child’s 
teacher, please make sure to email or 
schedule an appointment with him or 
her.  Teachers have very limited time 
throughout the day to plan and 
prepare for lessons and activities, so 
having impromptu discussions or 
conferences during their prep time 
makes it very challenging for them to 
utilize that time most efficiently.  
Thank you for your understanding in 
this matter.   
 

Caring for the Community: I hope 
you’ve marked your calendar for the 
McGilvra Caring for the Community 
night on Thursday, November 30th.  
This is an opportunity for our entire 

McGilvra community to come 
together.  Part of this evening is for 
families to come and create a Family 
Charter, which is one of the anchors 
of the social-emotional approach 
(RULER) that we teach at McGilvra.  
As we teach strategies at school, the 
reinforcement and connection to 
these strategies at home is critical for 
the social emotional health and 
development of our children.   
This event is the same week as the 
Book Fair, which runs from November 
27th-December 1st.  We will also have 
a number of Art projects displayed 
around the school for your viewing 
enjoyment.    
 

As you head into a break from school, 
I hope you are able to enjoy some 
downtime with family and friends.  
This time of the year can be stressful 
for adults and children alike, so I hope 
you are able to access and implement 
your strategies to be able to enjoy 
time with loved ones.   
I hope you have a fabulous week!  
 

All the best, 
Maria  



 

 

Artwalk / Caring for the 
Community Night – Thurs 
11/30 
Submitted by The McGilvra Office 
 
Please join us on the evening of  
Thursday 11/30  from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. for our annual “Caring 
for the Community” gathering.    
 
This evening will feature an 
artwalk throughout the school 
including the students’ Picasso-
inspired self-portraits and three-
dimensional art in our newly 
renovated display case.   
 
Start your evening off with a piece 
of pizza and an Italian soda in the 
gym where you can socialize with 
McGilvra families and then grab an 
artwalk program and look for your 
student’s self-portrait.  Be sure 
and take a look at all of the art 
displayed throughout the school 
as it is really wonderful.  Seek out 
Ms. Finch near the Studio to have 
questions about the portrait 
process or other art-related 
questions answered.   

 
 

Holiday Trees & Wreaths 
Submitted by Phoebe Sade 
Anderson 
 

Due to a region-wide tree 
shortage, McGilvra will not be 
selling trees and wreaths this year, 
but we do plan on selling them 
again next year.   
 
However, as part of our ongoing 
effort to collaborate with our 
central area elementary schools, 
we encourage you support our 
friends at Stevens Elementary on 
Capitol Hill.  Their annual holiday 
tree sale is taking place on the 
following dates: 

Friday, December 8th, 6pm-8pm 
Saturday, December 9th, 9am-2pm 
 
They will be selling trees, wreaths 
and garland.  You can order a tree 
prior to the sale by going to: 
 
http://stevenspta.org/ 
fundraising/holiday-tree-sale/ 
 
Delivery is available to the 98102, 
98112 and 98122 zip codes. 

 
 
 
 

Winter Coat & Shoe Drive 
Submitted by Yumi Pick 
 
This year we are teaming up with 
some of our neighboring 
elementary schools (Montlake, 
Stevens, and Leschi) to collect 
warm coats for our students in 
need.  The cold weather has really 
arrived with a vengeance!  Sadly, 
many in our community are not 
able to provide warm coats or 
footwear for their kids.  As we all 
know, kids outgrow clothing 
quickly, and warm outerwear 
doesn’t always get a whole lot of 
use. Please search through your 
closets for any clean, gently used 
(or even new) coats, boots and 
shoes appropriate for fall and 
winter in any kid’s sizes, and leave 
them in the donation boxes placed 
around McGilvra. 
 
Please contact PTA Community 
Outreach at 
community@mcgilvrapta.org,  

Ms. Battison at 
mebattison@seattleschools.org or 
Mr. Stypulkoski at 
apstypulkosk@seattleschools.org 
if you would like your child to 
receive a coat and/or footwear. 
Let’s make sure all of our kids 
have the proper coats and 
footwear to keep them warm and 
dry this season. 
 
Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated! 

 
 
 

Wildcat Pantry Fund 
Drive: Providing School 
Break Food to Families  
in Need 
Submitted by Yumi Pick 
 
Due to space constraints created 
by the ongoing construction, this 
year Community Outreach has 
decided to launch the Wildcat 
Pantry Fund Drive and ask for 
monetary donations in lieu of food 
donations so that the families of 
our McGilvra students in need can 
purchase grocery items of their 
choosing.  These students rely on 
the meals provided by the school 
district, and when school is not in 
session, they may not have access 
to regular meals. 
 
For the 2017-2018 school year, we 
will be holding four Pantry fund 
drives before the Thanksgiving, 
Winter, Mid-Winter and Spring 
school breaks to support the 
students participating in the 
Pantry program. 
 
Please help us provide meals and 
snacks over the school breaks so 
that our students in need can have 
a warm and happy holidays! 
 

http://stevenspta.org/fundraising/holiday-tree-sale/
http://stevenspta.org/fundraising/holiday-tree-sale/
mailto:community@mcgilvrapta.org
mailto:mebattison@seattleschools.org
mailto:apstypulkosk@seattleschools.org


 

 

If you would like your child(ren) to 
receive a grocery store gift card 
via the Wildcat Pantry program, 
please email 
community@mcgilvrapta.org or 
let your child’s teacher, Ms. 
Melonie, Ms. Breuder, Ms. 
Battison or the school nurse know.  
 
Enrollment will be kept 
confidential and you can enroll or 
un-enroll at any point during the 
school year. 
 
Donations can be made online at 
the following: 
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wo
rdpress.com/donate/ and indicate 
“Wildcat Pantry” in the special 
instructions. 
 
If you have any questions 
regarding Wildcat Pantry, please 
contact PTA Community Outreach 
at community@mcgilvrapta.org.   
 
Remember, monetary donations 
to support Wildcat Pantry are tax 
deductible.  For more information, 
please contact PTA Treasurer at 
treasurer@mcgilvrapta.org. 
 
Thank you for your generosity!  
 

 
 

The McGilvra Book Fair  
is Coming Soon 
Submitted by Danae Powers 
 
Please support your school library 
and celebrate the joy of reading 
by visiting the Book Fair.  The Book 
Fair is an opportunity to purchase 
new books for your family and 
friends and support your school 
library at the same time.  The 
Book Fair will officially open after 
Thanksgiving Break.   
Volunteer Opportunities:  We are 
still looking for book fair 

volunteers, so if you have a free 
moment to help out this year 
please consider signing up for a 
shift. The book fair runs from 
November 27th to December 1st, 
and there are opportunities 
before, during and after the 
school day, as well as one evening 
and set up day. To sign up please 
follow the link below.  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go
/20f0b4ca8af23abfb6-mcgilvra 

Happy Reading! 
Danae Powers 

 
 
 
Advocacy News 
Submitted by Andy Jensen 
McGilvra PTA Legislative Chair 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
contacted Seattle Public Schools' 
Enrollment Planning about the 
new Student Assignment Plan 
(SAP) and Wait List Policies, and 
how they are negatively affecting 
McGilvra's student enrollment. 
Here is another opportunity to 
make our voices heard. 
 
Wait Lists and Student 
Assignment Plans (SAP) 
 
The current SAP and Wait List 
Policy is artificially suppressing 
McGilvra's attendance. It does not 
take into account that 30 students 

a year from McGilvra's Boundary 
choose another public School, and 
a large number of eligible K-5 aged 
students do not enroll in SPS, but 
go to a private school.  Enrollment 
Planning needs to take these 
factors into account when 
deciding how many students can 
be in an excellent public school 
like McGilvra.   
 
These factors need to be taken 
into account for the Enrollment 
Planning for schools' attendance 
boundaries. Go to  
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wo
rdpress.com/get-
involved/advocate/  
and let the School Board and 
Enrollment Planning know that an 
excellent public school in the 
middle of an attendance boundary 
that overwhelmingly opts for 
private schools should be allowed 
students off its wait list, and given 
adequate staff and faculty 
allocation based on maximum 
teaching teaching stations 
available, and highest number of 
students on the wait list, not the 
number after the wait list is 
dissolved.   New Deadline: 12/5!!! 
 
Need all that translated? Come 
to... 
Director Jill Geary's coffee chat 
Tuesday, Nov 28, 8:00 - 9:30am 
Zoka Coffee House  
2901 NE Blakeley, 98115 
  
The following info is from the SPS 
School Boundary Task Force. 
While the focus is on High School 
Boundaries, the information given 
to SPS Enrollment Planning will be 
used to guide future attendance 
boundary, enrollment and wait list 
guidelines for the entire School 
District.  
From SPS's Boundary Web Site 
 

https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/donate/
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/donate/
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/donate/
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/donate/
mailto:community@mcgilvrapta.org
mailto:treasurer@mcgilvrapta.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4ca8af23abfb6-mcgilvra
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4ca8af23abfb6-mcgilvra
https://www.seattleschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=627&pageId=744707
https://www.seattleschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=627&pageId=744707
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/get-involved/advocate/
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/get-involved/advocate/
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/get-involved/advocate/
https://www.seattleschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=627&pageId=20911788


 

 

Community Survey 

 
This survey is an opportunity for 
you to share your top priorities as 
we make adjustments to the 
current boundary scenarios and 
provide any additional feedback 
that should be considered by 
district staff and the School Board. 
The listed priorities include those 
developed by the High School 
Boundary Task Force and values 
shared by families, staff and 
students at the recent community 
meetings.  The survey will close 
on November 27. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/SPS_HSBoundaries 

 
 

 

 

McGilvra Annual Fund – 
Spirit Drive is coming! 
Submitted by Elizabeth Fleming & 
Sabrina Scott 
  
The Spirit Drive, formally known as 
Green Sheets, is kicking off the 
week after Thanksgiving break, 
November 27.  The Spirit Drive is 
the booster campaign for the 
annual fund which accepts year-
round gifts from our wonderful 
community of families and 
caregivers.  We aim to raise the 
majority of our total annual fund 
goal for the year through this 
three week “sprint” of giving right 
before the holidays and end of the 
year. 
  
Materials will be going home week 
of November 27th and the drive 
runs through mid-December.  Our 

goal for the year is to raise $1,700 
per student, and it takes all gifts, 
small and large, to achieve 
this.  For those of you that have 
already made gifts to the annual 
fund this fall, thank you!  And if 
you’d like to make an online 
donation in advance of our official 
kick off, please do so via our donor 
tools link here 
  
This year, we are expanding our 
caring for the community by 
offering additional giving 
opportunities in the form of 
grocery store gift cards to families 
in need of food for breaks, and 
small classroom grants to local 
organization benefiting 
elementary school children that 
are homeless and/or facing food 
scarcity.  More information to 
come!  A friendly reminder that 
we are also collecting new or 
gently used coats via the coat 
drive collection boxes at school. 
  
  
  

Special Ed/504 Parent 
Group Meeting –  
Tues 12/5  
Submitted by Kenna Hart 
 
Do you have a child that received 
special ed services?  Does your 
child have an IEP or a 504 
plan?  Whether you are a veteran 
special ed parent or are new to 
the special ed process, we are 
here to help!  We are a very 
supportive group of parents that 
meet once a month to share our 
triumphs, talk through our 
concerns and generally just 
support one another as we all 
navigate this crazy ride of being a 
parent!  All are welcome!   
 

Meetings will be at people's 
homes on the first Wednesday of 
every month, with the exception 
of December. 
 

Meeting Schedule: 
- Tuesday, Dec. 5 – (Dec. 6 is a 

PTA meeting night) 
- Wednesday, Jan. 3 
- Wednesday, Feb. 7 
- Wednesday, March 7 
- Wednesday, April 4 
- Wednesday, May 2 
- Wednesday, June 6 
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