
Want to include something in the Paw Print? Email: schlisagay@yahoo.com, please include “Paw Print” in subject. Deadline: 12pm Thursdays. 

 

 
2/19-2/23: Mid-Winter Break (no school) 
Mon. 2/19: Last Day – Hamilton Raffle Tickets 
Thurs. 2/15: Lunar New Year Assembly 
Tues. 2/27: School Funding Forum @ Leschi 
Weds. 2/28: McGilvra Parent Forum (PM) 
Weds. 3/7: General PTA Meeting 
Weds. 3/7: Spec Ed/504 Parent Group 
Weds. 3/14: Pi Night at McGilvra 
 

 

February 16th, 2018 

 
Principal’s Corner  
Submitted by Maria Breuder 
 
Art for the Heart: This week 
students participated in school-
wide Art for the Heart activities.  
This included writing in the 
classroom that included topics 
about community, caring, 
empathy and the heart (how we 
show love, how the actual heart 
works, heart beats).  Students 
then created their own hearts in 
Art class with Ms. Finch.  We 
finished up with an all-school 
picture with all the hearts 
displayed overhead, while 
students were standing in the 
shape of a heart on the field.  
Thank you to Ms. Finch and the 
School Arts Team for planning 
such a fun series of activities! 
 
Lunar New Year: Students 
participated in a Lunar New Year 
assembly this week, as the Lunar 
New Year starts on Friday, 
February 16th.  Students received 
red envelopes at school and many  
 
 

 
 
participated in activities in their 
classrooms to learn more about 
Lunar New Year.  Happy Year of 
the Dog!    
 
Budget and Parent Forum: We are 
beginning the budget process, so 
you will start to see a lot of 
communication coming home 
about the budget.  There is a 
timeline that we follow once we 
receive the budget and staffing 
allocations from the District.  
There is also a timeline for the PTA 
to follow regarding the PTA funds 
that support McGilvra.  As we 
move forward with these two 
concurrent timelines, it is 
important for us to get feedback 
from parents, as well as for us to 
provide information to parents 
about what changes, if any, will be 
made next year.   
We are having a Parent Forum on 
Wednesday, February 28th, which 
is an important opportunity for 
parents to learn more about how 
the budget could impact our 
classroom configurations for next  
 

 
 
year.  We are very likely to be  
allocated 11 classroom teachers 
(we currently have 12 classrooms, 
two classes per grade-level), which 
means our class configuration 
would be different next year.  This 
Parent Forum night is an 
opportunity for parents to ask 
questions and to have a better 
understanding of what McGilvra 
might look like in the next school 
year.   
Thank you to PTA for sponsoring 
this event.  Childcare will be 
provided.   
 
Mid-Winter Break: The school will 
be closed next week for Mid-
Winter Break.  I hope you have a 
wonderful week!  
 
All the best, 
Maria  
  

 

  



 

 

Letter from the PTA to our Community 

Greetings McGilvra Community, 

Well, we are officially over half way through the school year already! What a year it has been, and there is so much more 
to come. Mark your calendars for our April 21st 80s-themed Auction! 

At this point in the year, we have budget decisions to make. As a reminder, this was a unique year; we funded two 
classroom teachers knowing we would have a more realistic picture of McGilvra’s size and district budget by fall. This 
decision was possible in part because of a two-year donor commitment to Art, but we also had to sacrifice a counselor 
to make it happen. Now it is time again to ask our parents about their priorities and finalize our 2018-2019 budget.  

McGilvra will receive its budget from the Seattle School district on Feb. 27, and the PTA will immediately send a survey 
out to our families asking about our funding priorities. We need you all to fill this out – parent voices will help guide the 
PTA Board. And within a short timeframe, the PTA Board will bring our funding recommendation to a General PTA 
Meeting on Wednesday, March 7th for a vote. 

We do have an idea of what the school district budget will contain, so please consider these factors as you fill out the 
survey: 

 Based on projected enrollment, we expect an allocation of 11 classroom teachers for the 2018-19 school year.   

As a result of the district budget, the PTA Board will ask you to consider how our annual PTA funds will be used, to 
bridge the gap between what the school district provides and what our school needs: 

 PTA Core Enrichment Funding: Our PTA Board recently voted to use the following needs as guideposts for our 
priority funding: Art, Counselor, Math and Reading Specialists.  We believe these roles impact the quality of 
education for all of our children. 

 

 Teacher/Support Funding: By adjusting to the new reality of our smaller school of 240 students (versus previous 
years of 280), McGilvra will need to adapt to fewer classroom teachers.   

 On 2/28 we will have a Parent Forum to learn more about possible classroom configurations, which 
could include single-grade classrooms or a mixture of split grade-level classrooms. This decision ultimately sits 
with the Principal, but this is an opportunity to ask questions and get more information about this process and 
what these mean for our teachers and students.      

 We will also ask parents their perspective on the funding of a 12th classroom teacher.  This would keep two 
classrooms per grade, as they are currently and with similar numbers, and no teacher loss.  

The PTA Board does not view funding Core Enrichment and a 12th classroom teacher as financially sustainable. 

We need to know what you think! Parent voice is critical to making decisions for our school. 

Actions:  

 Watch out for a survey landing in your inbox after Feb. 27 

 Mark your calendars for Wed. Feb. 28 for a Parent Forum on classroom configuration options, 6-8 p.m. in the 
library/childcare in the gym/food provided. 

 Please join us for our Wed. March 7 PTA General Meeting for budget discussion and vote.  

We always welcome questions and feedback at president@mcgilvrapta.org 

Thank you! 

Phoebe Anderson and Katherine Fitzpatrick 
McGilvra PTA Co-Presidents  

mailto:president@mcgilvrapta.org


 

 

 

Art Update 
Submitted by Julia Finch 
      
Students have been working on a 
whole variety of projects, 
including classroom art projects 
for the McGilvra Auction.   
 
All auction art projects are parent-
lead, but some do have an 
instructional component.  For 
example, as a part of a 5th grade 
project students will be studying 
Basquiat and will learn about 
spray paint as a medium.   

The whole school has been 
studying color experimentation. 
As a part of this, we did “mini-
Rothkos” using oil pastels.  We are 
working to hang those throughout 
the school. 

Kindergarten and 1st grade have 
been working on some wearable 
art, making felt garlands although 
some students opted for felt 
snakes! 

Also, this month the whole school 
participated in a community-
building event, Art for the Heart. 
Students used their knowledge of 
Rothko’s color fields to make 
colorful hearts using oil pastels.  
Thank you to Kari Aggerholm for 
helping with this event.  See photo 
above. 

Picasso-Inspired Oil Self-Portraits 
are available for pick-up. In fact, 
please pick them up!  We don’t 
like to send them home in 

backpacks as they are fragile. You 
are welcome to simply come and 
retrieve you child’s portrait off of 
the wall.  If you need help locating 
it, please stop by the office.  On Pi 
Night, March 14th, the studio will 
be open and all the remaining 
portraits will be set out on tables 
by class.  We would like to have all 
portraits picked up by Pi night.   

Ms. Finch 
McGilvra Art Instructor 
 
 

 
Get Your Tickets!    

Submitted by Sabrina Scott & 
Elizabeth Fleming 
 

Tickets for What’s Your 80s are 
officially on sale! So mark your 
calendar, start looking for a sitter, 
and buy your tickets online here!  

Also...do you have miles, vacation 
home and/or hotel points to 
donate? 

Interested in sponsoring the 
event? 

Want to host a party? 

Please fill out the donation form 
by March 21st, and if you have any 
questions, please email us at 
fundraising@mcgilvrapta.org for 
more details! More information at 
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wo
rdpress.com/auction/ 
 

 

Parent Forum –  
February 28th, 6-8pm 
Submitted by Phoebe Sade 
Anderson & Katherine Fitzpatrick 
 
The PTA is hosting a forum on 
Wednesday, Feb 28th, 6-8pm in 
the Library. 
 
This is an opportunity to learn 
about how McGilvra's enrollment 
and budget will impact our class 
configurations moving forward. 
 
Childcare & Pizza will be available 
in the Gym - no need to sign up in 
advance.  Parents (and kids) are 
invited to come early and have 
some pizza at 5:30pm. 
 
 

 
Pi Night is Coming 3.14 
6-8 PM at McGilvra! 
Submitted by Mary Battison 
 
Please join us for Pi Night (March 
14th), a celebration of Math at 
McGilvra.  Enjoy math in a whole 
new way!  Learn, play and enjoy 
fun new games you can do with 
your kids that will improve their 
math skills.  Open to all families 
grades K-5.  Science projects will 
be on display in the library.  Pizza 
will be provided and we ask that 
you bring a round food item to 
share.   
 
Volunteers needed.  Please sign 
up! 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/30E0

D45AEA92BAAF58-pinight  

 

https://mcgilvraseattle.schoolauction.net/auction2018/tickets/ticket_sales
https://mcgilvraseattle.schoolauction.net/auction2018/donate_items/new
mailto:fundraising@mcgilvrapta.org
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/auction/
https://mcgilvraelementarypta.wordpress.com/auction/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D45AEA92BAAF58-pinight
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D45AEA92BAAF58-pinight


 

 

  

Advocacy News 
Submitted by Andy Jensen 
McGilvra PTA Legislative Chair 
 
K-12 Education Funding and 
Seattle Schools 

Tuesday, Feb 27, 6-8pm 
Leschi Elementary 
135 32nd Ave 
 
Childcare is available. RSVP to 
leschiptafundingforum@gmail.com 
Panelists include: 

- JoLynn Berg, CFO of 
Seattle Public Schools 

- School Board Members Jill 
Geary and Zachary DeWolf 

- Seattle City Council 
Members Kshama Sawant, 
and Lisa Herbold 

 
Much will change in Olympia 
between the time you read this 
and February 27. Stay up to date 
on how SPS, Seattle City Council, 
and our State Legislators work 
together to provide the best 
education possible for our kids. 
For more info, go to the Facebook 
link.  

WA State PTA Advocacy Week 
Recap 

Remember all those postcards we 
sent? They are having an effect. 
Click on the link to see how. 

Bill Tracker Advocacy 
The following bills fall within the 
stated objectives for the WA State 
PTSA, and are supported by the 
McGilvra PTA Board. You can click 
on the link, and send a quick email 
to your representatives to support 
the bill. 

HB2967  (Support) 
Assisting Washington families by 
improving the fairness of the 
state's tax system by enacting a 
capital gains tax and providing 
property tax relief. 

SB6388 (Support) 
Concerning Paraeducators. 
Creating more opportunities and 
standards for paraeducators, 
education professionals who work 
in school buildings with students, 
and are not teachers. 
 

HB1377 (Support) 
Improving students' mental health 
by enhancing non-academic 
professional services. 
P. S. This bill passed the House, 
and is waiting for a vote in the 
Senate. 

HB1618 (Support) 
Concerning Family and Student 
Engagement Coordinators 
P. S. This bill passed the House, 
and is waiting for a vote in the 
Senate. 
SB6362 (Support....and...) 
Modifying Basic Education 
Funding Provisions 
P. S. The original bill included 
removing the levy cap, but that 
has been struck. There is still 
enough good in the bill to 
recommend it, but encourage 
your representative to "remove 
the levy cap imposed on School 
Districts." 
 
Director Jill Geary Meeting 
Tuesday, Feb 20, 8-9:30am 
Zoka Coffee 
2901 Blakeley Dr 
Seattle 98115 
Behind University Village 
 
Questions? Please contact 
Legislative Chair Andy Jensen at 
legislative@mcgilvrapta.org 

March PTA Meeting – 3/7 
Submitted by Phoebe Sade 
Anderson & Katherine Fitzpatrick 
 
Mark your calendars for the 
March General PTA Meeting, 
which will be held Wednesday, 
March 7th at 6pm in the McGilvra 
Library. Please join us! 

 
 

 
Special Ed/504 Parent 
Group Meeting –  
Weds. 3/7  
Submitted by Kenna Hart 
 
Do you have a child that received 
special ed services?  Does your 
child have an IEP or a 504 
plan?  Whether you are a veteran 
special ed parent or are new to 
the special ed process, we are 
here to help!  We are a very 
supportive group of parents that 
meet once a month to share our 
triumphs, talk through our 
concerns and generally just 
support one another as we all 
navigate this crazy ride of being a 
parent!  All are welcome!   
 
Meetings will be at people's 
homes on the first Wednesday of 
every month.  Please email Kenna 

for the address:   

kennahart@gmail.com 
 
2018 Meeting Schedule: 
- Wednesday, March 7 
- Wednesday, April 4 
- Wednesday, May 2 
- Wednesday, June 6 
  

mailto:leschiptafundingforum@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/1380484695389273/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1380484695389273/
https://www.wastatepta.org/pta-advocates-made-difference-advocacy-week-2018/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/bill/2967
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/bill/6388
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/bill/1377
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/bill/1618
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/bill/6362
legislative@mcgilvrapta.org
mailto:kennahart@gmail.com


 

  


